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����� :  
 At this point, in many larger cities, people 
were beginning to specialize in laying out 
the dead.  It is unlikely that Edwardsville 
had such people at this point, so it is pretty 
safe to assume that Benjamin’s laying out 
would have been handled by family and ser-
vants.    
Ben would probably have been laid out in 

the parlor in a shroud while Thomas Arm-
strong was making the $10 ridge top coffin 
Lucy ordered. Coffins were often made by 
cabinetmakers or carpenters in areas where 
there were no formal undertakers.   Lucy 
paid a bill on October 11 for $3 for “Brick 
and Walling grave”. This was very uncom-
mon in this area and in this time. There was 
also cash paid to James Walls for “Pailing in 
Stephenson’s grave”.  “Pailing” refer to 
pickets that were placed around the burial 
site and tombstone.  Although his gravesite 
was apparently quite elaborate, we no longer 
know where it was originally located in Lusk 
Cemetery.  
Typically, family and friends were notified 
of a death by an invitation to the funeral.  
Mourners would gather at the home of the 
deceased, sometimes sharing food and drink 
before the service (usually, though, this 
would happen after the funeral).   
The funeral service then was nothing similar 
to the services of today.  A prayer was of-
fered at the home.  Then the mourners proc-
essed on foot to the grave site.  If the site 
was near, the casket was carried while others 

carried the pall.  A 
minister, or other 
respected man, 
would then speak.  
The mourners 
would then recess 
to the home of the 
deceases. 
Flowers were a 
rarity at funerals 
compared to what 
we are familiar 
with now. Any 
flowers present 
would have been 
from the nearby 
garden, so in Octo-
ber, the selection was probably slim.  
In many instances, gifts were given out to 
the mourners.  Typical gifts were black 
gloves (sometimes made of chamois or 
lamb), scarves, or hatbands.  In very wealthy 
families, jewelry, such as mourning rings, 
were given to close family members.  There 
are no records available of such items being 
purchased by Lucy, so we do not know if 
she practiced this ritual.   
 
��
������������� :  
The length of time one wore mourning 
clothes directly correlated to how close they 
were to the deceased.  
According to ��������	�
��
��������  mourn-
ing times are as follows, with some allow-
ances made for individuals in different cir-
cumstances:  

   
For a husband 
or wife, one to 
two years  
For a parent, 
six months to a 
year  
For children, if 
above  ten 
years old, from 
six months to a 
year; below 
that age from 
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 ��!������	� "�#��$��� �%�&�'��#� (������%��� ���� ���
�����$����������������#�	��������)*���������%������ +���

��,���$������$�����+�����������%���+���	����#������ ����
%��� �� ��#������%���������� �����������+����� �%%����� �%�
!������!��	� ��� ���� ����	� '��� ���%%�#����� ��#������ � %�
��'������������������%�����������������'����$������ ���
����%����������#������������������������������%�#�� �%���
%�����������%���� ����������������%���������$��+���� ��
����������

���
��������������������%����������$��������������� ��%���%���������#��!�����������
%����%������	� ��� ���� ��'��#�� �%� ����� ����#�	� ��� #�� ���� ���#�	� ����+���%� �-������%���
'������ ���� !��#��#��� �%����� ���!��+�������$���� .��� ����� ��-����� ��� ���+��� ������
������� ����� ���� ������ !��+�� �%����� '����$��� ������ � ���#���������  �#�� ����
������#���������!�������%��'��������!���������#���� ����%������$��������#����$��
�������������%���%������
�������� ��!��������

��,�� ���� '���� ��� ���� /��� �%� 0���	� �123	� ��� ���� ����� #������ �%� &������$�����
����#�� ��� ���+�����	� ��� ���� ����������� ����� �%� ���� �+�	� ��� ���+����	� ������ ���
#�����#��� ���� !�'��#���%�	� ���� �#4������ ���� ������+ �������� ���� �!!��'������ �%�
���� ���� ����� ����� 
�� �/53	� ��� ����$��� ����� ����%��� ��� ��� 
�������	� ���#�� ���#��
������������%������$�������!�'��#��%%�#��	��������# ��������+�������#�����������#��
������������%�#������%���������	����%��	����������# ���	��������������+����������������
������������%������!�����	�!����!�	���������������� ���������#����

�������+����� ����� ���� ���#��������� �� '��������� ���� �� ���� �����6�$������ ���
�����	���������+������������
��+������6�������,���� �	�������������������������
�%� ���#�� ��������� ��� ���� �#��$���� ��!������ �����+� � ������ ���� ������ !������ �%�
���+��� ��� ���� �-!����� %��������� ���� ��� ���� �##����� �� ������+������� ������%� ���
��#�� '�� ���� $�+����#�	� ����+�� ���� �����!�����	� ��� � �� ��#���� ���� �!!��'������ �%�
���������������������#���	����������������������!�# ��������������%������������
���#����������

��.%���������������������%��������������������	���� �������#����'������!��!����%�����
������������������!�������������������+������7����� ����$��+��'�#����%�����������
!�'��#� �!�����	� ��� ��� �#�������+��� ��� ��$�� �%%�#��� 	� '�� ���� !������� ���#�%���
����	� ���� �����+�� ���� ������� ������������ %��� ���	� ' �� ���� %������ ���'���	� ���
��#����������������������������+����#�������$������ ��8�����������+������������
�'��������������� ��������������/�2	�����$��+���#�� $��������!!����������%�"�#��$���
�%�&�'��#�(�������������������������#���
���������� ��������#������������������������
#��%����#�	� %��������!	� ���� ������	� ��� ��� '����$��	 � �%� ���� ���� ����� ����� .�� ��
���'����%�����#��$����������#��%����������#�������� �����%�����������	�����#���
��#�������4�����������%�#������������#�������������

��.�����+��������������%��������������������������� ������������#�����������!�'�
��#��%%�#��	�����������������������������������%��� ����������������#�#��#�������������
$��������%����������������������!�#��������������
% �����!����������������������������
!�'��#�������%�%������� ����� ���� ����� �%�������� �$�� � ����+��$������	� ��9������ ����
���� �+������ �%��� '���$��� ���� �%%�#�������� ��%������ ��%�	� ����9� ��� ����	� ���� �%�
#�������	�#���������'�������������������!��������%� !����������$�:�

��,������������������������;��6��	�������8�������%� ����%���������	�#������������
���������#��,�������	������������!��$����#�	������� ������,�����������������
��� ���'��� #��%����#�	� ���� ��� ,��� ���� �����%���� !��� ���� ���� �������� #�������
�����������< ��
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������%����#�	�����!��������������������������#��#� ������-��#�����
�$����������������������+����������-�����$�=������� -����#�������$�
���� �!��� ���� ��'��� ���� !��!����� �%����	� �%�!������� �� ����	� ������
��!!�����������������%�����������#��$�����#����%��� %���,���+�������
!������� �%���������	� ���� ��'��� ���� ���� ������ ��� ��� �-!���	� ����
%��� ���%��� !��!����	� '��� ������� ��� #��%���� ��� #���� ��� ���� �����
�������%���������%��������������+����%���=�'������� �����#��#�����	�
%������	�������'�����$��#�������������������������� ��'����!!������
�����������%�������#���������������������������-��� ���!��������!�
!��������+�$���������%�����#��������7��#��!������%� ���������#��
+�$��������������	�'�����'������������������������� ����������
+���$�������#����������%�������!�����?.������#�	��� ������
�#���
������� �'���$��	�B���#��#������ ��� ����!���#�!�����+ �������� �%����;��
��%�	���������'�����������������$�������'����� �����"����
� �C�

���������������� ���#��#������ �����������'���������� �!����	������
������ ��������� ���� ����� +��������� �'����	� ���� ����� '�� ���#��
����� %�������� ��%%��� ����� ��$�����	� ����� ����� ���!� #���+� 
��������
������ �?7���� �� !������ ����� #������� �������� ����� ���� ���� � ����
��$��	� !����#������� ������ ���� ���� ������� 0�  ���( �1���� ���� ��#�����	�
�������'��#������� ( �"� 	���������������������%�����#��������'���������
�������+����%�����������%%�����������%%��������#��� ����%�����#������	�
'�������!��#��#��!��$�����$����!�����%������������� ������-!����	���	�
������	�'�����'������������������������'��#���+���� �������#��$���

���#�=�'������!�����������	�
���� ����� �!��� ���� !���	�
'��� �!��� ����� %��������
������$����#����!�������
�%� !��!����	� ��� �����
�#������ ���� ���������
������������������#���
%����'���?�����#��%����
����� ������ �������+� �!�
!����� ���#��������'��=�%���
����� ������ ��� ����� '��
'������ ����� ����� �%� ����
#�����'�����������
���$����������������������!���	� �������#��
!������ '�� ����� !��#��#�	� ���� ������ ��%%����+�� +���� ��� ��#�������� 
�
��$��������������$�����������#����%����+��%�������� ������$�����������
���+� ��� ������ !������ �-�����	� '��� ����� ��� ����� ���� #�������� �����
���� ����� ��!��$��� �%� ���� ��!!���	� '��� ���� !�����#�� �%�!��!����� ���
��%�� ����� ���� ����������� ��!������ '�� ���� ����#����� �� !��#����� �%�
��#�� �������+�� 
�� !�!������ ������ ����� !��#��#�� ��� # ������� ��� �-�
���$�+���� ���+��?����� ����� %��� ���� %����� !������ �� % ���� �������+�
�����	�%��� ���� ��#���� �� ���%� �������+� ������?���� �$ ���� ��������+�
%���� ��� ���� �������	� ���� ����� ��� ����%�����	� '��� �� �������� ��� ����
#��������� �%� ���� ��#�����	� ���� ���� ��!��$��� �%� ���� �� ����� �����?
"������ ���� ��%��#����� #������� ���� #������ ��� ����#�� ����� ����
��������� 
�� ��� ���� !��������� ����� ���#��� '������ ��� �#��������� �%�����
����	� ����#��������� ����� ���� ��!��$�� ����� �%� ���� �� $��+��A�� ������
#�����#���'������+����%���������!!���	������������� ���������#�����	�
����������%�%�������������!��+����%��������	������� ������

������ ��� ��� ������	� ��� ���� ������� ����%������� �%��� ��+�	����� ������
������$���������!���������������������$�	���������� ��������������%���
���� ���%��� �!!����� ������� ��� ����� ������ �%� �������� #������ ����
%��������������������������������#������%�������#�� ������������'��
'��#�� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ������� '�� '����� ��%%� ����� �������
��$�� ���!���� ��%%������ #������ ��� ��+����� �%� ������ + ���%� ���� ������
��$��$������ ��� ��%%������ !�������� 
�� ����D������  �� ���� ���� ����!��
���� ��������� � 0�  ���( ��22��1� ��� �����=� ��� ������	� '���� ���$�����	� ���
�+�!�	� +����� ��� �����!��	� � '����� 0�  ���( �2��1E��������� %��� ����
!����#����� #����� ������ �������+F� ������ ��� ��!!����� ��� ������� !��
����F� ������� ����� ������ ��� ���� ���� �%� ������ ��!��=� ��� ��+���� �����
���$��� ����� �����%���� ����%������� ����� �����%���� 0�  ���( �1�������=�
'������������� ���������������������������������=�'� �#������!��$��
����� �%� ��%�=� '���� �-!������� ���� ��!!������ ���#�� �� � ��� ��!��� ����
��#����������������=�����!��!������$�����	��������� ��������������	�
������!��������������	����'���+�����-������%�'��#�� ����'����C�

�����+�� �������+� �������� ��$��+��������� !���
$�����	� ������ ��$�� '���� ����$������	� ��� ����� ���
����+����� ��#��	� ���� ��$�� ������� <����+�'��G�� @%�
�����	� ���� H������	� %���� ������ ���'��	� ������
���%���� !��#��#�	� ���� ������ ������ #����#���	�
%��������+���������-��!���?�����������%�������
�������� ���������	� ������ ��� $���'��� #���+�� ���
�������!!����=�����+��������������������%���������
������������+	������������������������'���%���	���� ���
!��!��� �������������%������'���������%�������
��+��
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three to six months, for an infant, six weeks and 
upwards.  
For brothers and sisters, six to eight months  
For aunts and uncles, three to six months  
For cousins, or uncles and aunts, related by mar-
riage, from six weeks to three months  
For more distant relations or friends, from three 
weeks upwards  

   
   Other sources 
note that a husband 
did not have to ad-
here as strictly to 
the mourning rules, 
and could marry 
again at  any 
time.  It would have 
been extremely 
scandalous for a 
woman to even 
come out of mourn-
ing clothes early, let 
alone marry another 
man before the 
mourning time was 
over.    
   Servants, if financially feasible, were given mourning 
clothes.  In less wealthy households , the servants often 
wore armbands.  Servants would also receive any gifts be-
ing bestowed upon mourners.    

   Mourning was separated into 
stages.  The first stage of mourning re-
quired deep black textiles without shine or 
gloss. This stems from superstitions con-
cerning reflected images of the dead.  The 
Narcissus myth from ancient Greece was 
based on the fear of looking at one’s re-
flection in the water.  If you did, they be-
lieved the water spirits could drag your 
soul away.  This superstition led to the 
customs of covering mirrors and portraits 
of the dead and using dull fabrics and 
jewelry.  By looking at such objects and 
seeing your reflection, you could be the 
next to die.    These beliefs became even 
more popular during the Victorian era 
(1837-1901).    

   During the later stages of mourning, clothes could be 
somewhat shinier.  Eventually, lighter colors, such as gray 
or purple were socially acceptable.  Some sources note that 
the wearing of black stems from people trying to blend in 
and not be noticed by Death.  By being unobtrusive, they 
will avoid being the next to die.    

�����������#��
������.�� Women bore the full brunt of mourning, 
normally wearing all black clothing and 
accessories, accompanied by heavy black 
veils or bonnets.  Clothing was to be sim-
ple and unadorned.  The stages listed in 
��������	�
��
�������  call for:  
   

“The deepest mourning clothing to 
be bombazine trimmed with crepe; 
and entirely crepe, or silk and crepe 
bonnet.  The next mourning level is 
black silk trimmed with crepe; silk 
and crape bonnet.  A third or slighter 
mourning, is a plain silk dress, with 
either black or white silk, or even a straw bon-
net.  Half-mourning is grey or lavender silk in a 
morning, and the same or white with black orna-
ments in the evening; bonnet either white or lav-
ender silk, or straw.”  

   
   They also provide directions on how to make or adorn 
appropriate mourning clothing.  A certain kind of ribbon 
called a “love-hood” or “love” was a transparent silk and 
was often used as a ribbon for trim or decorating caps spe-
cifically for mourning.  It was referred to as a “love-
ribbon”.  
   Men dressed in all black also, but as in many of the 
mourning rituals, this rule was not strictly adhered to, espe-
cially military men (a black armband would suffice).  The 
cloth often used for men were dense black woolens, espe-
cially the variety known as “cloth”, which was shrunk or 
fulled after weaving, then napped and shorn to give a felt 
like texture.  Buttons and other shiny surfaces had to be 
removed or covered.  
      Children in mourning could wear 
solid black or white with black 
trim.  Younger people or people 
mourning for younger people could 
incorporate more white into their 
garb.  
   In England, “court mourning” was 
practiced.  Common people would go 
into short periods of mourning for 
court members.  In 1818, the follow-
ing was an order for Court Mourning 
issued by “the Lord Chamberlain’s 
office for her late Majesty, the Queen, of Blessed Mem-
ory”.  
 

“The ladies to wear black bombazines, plain mus-
lins or long lawn linen, crape hoods, shamoy (sic 
chamois) shoes and gloves, and crape fans.  Un-
dress:  Dark Norwich crape.  The gentlemen to 
wear black cloth, without buttons on the sleeves 
and pockets, plain muslin or long lawn cravats 
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motifs, and was often woven into bracelets, fob chains, and 
earrings.  (The latter became more popular during the Vic-
torian era).  Hair could also be chopped up, macerated, or 
dissolved and used to paint miniature scenes of love and 
loss.  
   People also made pictures detailing their mourning.  It 
was very fashionable to use silk thread on a silk back-
ground to express your grief through needlework.  These 
pieces were not necessarily done immediately after the 
death, but often later as a memorial to the deceased.  
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and weepers, shamoy (sic chamois) shoes and 
gloves, crape hat bands and black swords and 
buckles.  Undress:  Dark grey frocks”  
 

,�-���)&   
   Jewelry was used to remind people not only of their loved 
ones, but that death was imminent.  “Momento mori”, 
meaning “Remember you 
must die” or “Remember 
death”, was the phrase used 
to describe most of this type 
of jewelry.  All jewelry for 
deep mourning also fol-
lowed the no shine rule..    
   In the late 1700s and early 
1800s, symbols of death 
switched from the morbid 
representations of skulls, 
skeletons, and coffins, to 
images that were more sor-
rowful and romantic.  Ob-
jects like weeping willows 
(symbolizing sorrow), bro-
ken urns or columns 
(symbolizing a life cut 
short), flaming hearts or torches (symbolizing passion, ar-
dor), women draped over a headstone weeping, and anchors 
(symbolizing hope) became used more prominently on 
tombstones and miniatures alike.   
   Miniature paintings were very popular in the early 19��  
century and were often set in brooches, pendants, rings, 
slides, bracelets clasps, and earrings.  As they were all hand
-painted, and typically personalized with initials, names, or 
a particular sentimental phrase, no two were identical.  Hair 
from the deceased was also commonly used to adorn these 
miniatures.  

   Hair was often used 
in other types of jew-
elry as well. Because 
it survives time and 
decay, it was often 
used as a sign that 
love outlasts death.  It 
becomes a personal 
s h r i n e  t o  t h e 
dead.  Earlier in time, 
the hairpiece jewelry 
was hidden from view, 
but in the 1700s it be-
came popular to dis-
play the hair jew-
elry.  It could be 
curled, plaited, and 
woven into decorative 
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