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There really is not much available in archeo-
logical evidence to show what the Stephenson
family did use when visiting the lou, but by con-
sidering their economic status and the environ-
ment they lived in, we could make a few edu-
cated guesses.

Historians say that many rural Americans
used corncobs or cornhusks. Early settlers grew
corn as a staple crop because of its high yields
and many uses. Since the soil and weather were
right in this region for that crop, the pioneer§
moving across continued planting the crops they
knew best. So it could be reasonably assumed
that corncobs and cornhusks were the common , _
toilet paper for the time, even for the StepheH]g season_s. _Lamb S_ ear IS_ also "e“_’ easy to
sons. grow, making it readily available during the

growing seasons. Lamb’s ear would not have

Another item often used for toilet paper waseen the only plant used as toilet paper. Oak
the newspaper.The Spectatowas the regular tree leaves and some grasses could also have
newspaper in Edwardsville. Considering Benjadreen used, and all of these plants could have

min’s position in the city and the advertisementseen accessed on the way to the outhouse.
he had in the newspaper, it could be assumed . . ,
. But the problem with these plants is that it
that he read the newspaper occasionally at least.
. was difficult to store through the late fall and
Therefore, newspaper was available to serve a . :
, winter. The leaves would have wilted or dried,
person’s bathroom needs. ,
making them useless to serve the same purpose
Although these two items were available yeas toilet paper.The Spectatowas printed year
round and popularly used as toilet paper, it dogsund and corncobs lasted much later in the year

not necessarily mean they were the only itengfce the final harvest was in late fall.

used. . . .
It is interesting to consider all of the teohn

During the spring and summer, the Stephelagical advancements our world has seen since
sons had a wealth of plants and leaves to usg20—the automobile, the television, the com-
Lamb’s ear, with its fuzzy foliage, was sure tguter. But it is even more interesting to con-
have been a popular substitute during the grogider some of the most basic aspects of modern

life, and how we probably would not survive
today without them. But they did.
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